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NOTICE. 


As the new postage law which now 
goes into operation requires the pre- 
payment of postage on all publications, 
subscribers receiving the “ Guide” and 
“Lessons” by mail will be charged the 
additional cost of postage, which will 
be about five cents a year on the “ Guide,” 
and five cents a hundred on the “ Les- 
sons.” : 


LESSON XIV. 
JESUS AND THE CHILDREN. 


The Incident. ‘The interest manifested 
by Jesus in children was more remarkable 
in his day than it would be consdiered now. 
Women and children were then of compar- 
atively small account in the estimation of 
men. But Jesus never judged persons or 
things by conventional standards of values. 
He saw human beings on the side of their 
spiritual capabilities. So he could love 
and labor to save the most degraded and 
sinful. What was wrapped up in childhood 
was visible to him; and his whole nature 
was in sympathy with the little ones. 

Only two instances are recorded by the 
evangelists of his noticing children, — the 
one where he took a little child to show his 
disciples how they must enter the kingdom 
of heaven, and the one now under consid- 
eration. But how much these reveal! They 
were the acts of one familiar with children, 
one who loved children, and whom they 
loved. 

It may have been that he frequently no- 
ticed little children and sometimes blessed 
them. Parents, having observed this, were 


emboldened to take their little ones to him. 
Perhaps it was on an occasion when he 
was about to depart from the neighborhood ; 
and they would that the touch of bis holy 
hands might be upon their children’s heads, 
and the blessing of heaven gained for them 
through his prayer. 

This crowding about Jesus with the chil- 
dren annoyed the disciples, and they thought 
it was annoying to him. And, besides, it 
kept him from the more important work of 
instructing the people. It was a mere waste 
of time and words to give his blessing to 
the children. So the disciples spoke im- 
patiently and rudely to the parents, and 
would have kept them back. Jesus was 
displeased at this. His look and words 
were a rebuke to the disciples. But how 
easy to forgive the hardness of their hearts 
and conduct, since it occasioned those most 
precious words which have blessed all the 
children of Christendom since, and will 
continue to bless children in all time to 
come! Over the gateway of the heavenly 
kingdom, in letters of gold, we read, 
‘SUFFER THE CHILDREN TO COME UNTO 
ME, AND FORBID THEM NOT: FOR OF SUCH 
IS THE KINGDOM or Gop.” 

The parents clustered about him with 
their children. He took the little ones 
lovingly in his arms, and blessed them. 
Once more he endeavored to impress the 
great truth upon the hearts of his disciples, 
that all who would enter into the kingdom 
of heaven must become as little children. 

The Parents. These were, doubtless, 
mostly mothers. They had been drawn to 
Jesus by his kindly ways and gracious 
words. In the blessing of the aged, of the 
wise and good, there was considered to be 
a peculiar virtue. The laying of the hands 
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upon the head was a natural act, marking 
the object to be blessed, or symbolizing the 
passing over of the blessing besought from 
Heaven. These parents felt that in bring- 
ing their children to Jesus they were seek- 
ing for them a real good. In the laying on 
of those hands whose touch was healing, 
they saw the imparting of healthful influ- 
ences. His prayer they were sure would 
win from Heaven its choicest blessings for 
their little ones. Were they mistaken? 
Had they pictured to themselves the forms 
in which those blessings were to come, no 
doubt they would have been mistaken. But 
that the act of Jesus was all that they 
thought in blessing for their children, and 
infinitely more in its far-reaching influence, 
even those whose eyes are closed to the 
workings of spiritual law can see. 

The Blessing. Jesus took the children in 
his arms, laid his hands upon them, and 
blessed them. What were the words he 
uttered in his blessing? We know not. 
Though he used only the formal benedic- 
tions of the time, the words from his lips 
took on a new meaning. His blessing must 
have included preservation from evil, the 
walking in the paths of righteousness, 
strength to suffer for the truth. 

Childlikeness. The strength of childhood 
is in its weakness. It throws itself upon 
the strong arm and trusts in the loving 
heart. Itis teachable. Itis guileless. With 
those characteristics all must enter the spir- 
itual kingdom, or enter not at all. The 
entrance there is a complete throwing of 
one’s self upon God, to be borne along as 
it shall please him ; an opening of the soul 
to the truth he shall reveal; in simplicity 
of heart living the truth received. Natural 
childhood is suggestive of spiritual cbild- 
hood, and is all the more beautiful and 
lovable for what it suggests. 

The Church and the Children. By the 
church we mean no merely ecclesiastical 
organization, but all those who have re- 
ceived of the spirit in which Jesus lived, 
and which inspired his teaching. The spirit 
of God in men seeks the children. Their 
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claims of love and blessing can never be 
set aside. The truer the church of God is 
to the children, in its attempts to extend 
and build up the kingdom of heaven, the 
more does it bless itself, and build up itself 
in righteousness. 

The Christmas season, just over, is an 
illustration of the remarkable influence 
Christianity has had in improving the con- 
dition and rendering happy the lives of the 
children. While it demands of them the per- 
formance of duties, it offers to them to the 
full the enjoyment of pleasures. The chil- 
dren shall be won by love to him who took 
them so fondly in his arms, and blessed 
them. With his coming shall be associated 
the happiest memories. 


LESSON XY. 
THE RICH YOUNG MAN. 


1. The Occasion. Jesus was departing 
from some city with his disciples, it may be 
to go again into Judea. A man was seen 
hastening to overtake them. When he 
reached the group of travellers, he kneeled 
before Jesus, and in respectful attitude and 
manner asked him what good thing he 
should do to inherit eternal life. The ear- 
nestness and evident sincerity of the man 
made an impression upon them all. The 
disciples were surprised, and were as eager 
for the reply as the questioner. 

2. The Man. He could still be called 
young, though he had become of age to 
enter upon public life. His dress and man- 
ner showed him to be of the most favored 
class. His question indicated a thoughtful 
mind, and one concerned with the deeper 
questions of life. Notwithstanding his 
prosperous circumstances and the honors 
bestowed upon him, he had preserved the 
natural simplicity of youth. Jesus loved 
him, not simply as his heart yearned for 
ail, but for his really fine traits of character. 

3. Eternal Life. Just what the man 
meant by this term cannot be known. But 
there can be little doubt that the idea of 
future felicity was included in it. What- 
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ever it was, he looked upon it in the light 
of a reward; and thought it was to be won 
by the doing of some great thing, —the 
making of some gift to the temple or the 
practice of some austerity. His conception 
of the true life, the life in its nature eter- 
nal, was therefore very imperfect ; and his 
mind was turned in the wrong direction to 
lay hold firmly upon that life. With Jesus 
the eternal life was not something to be 
secured by meritorious deeds; but some- 
thing to be received within, God manifest 
in the soul, inspiring all deeds, and shaping 
the outward life. 

4. Good. The man may have used the 
epithet lightly, speaking in a merely com- 
plimentary manner, when he called Jesus 
‘‘Good Teacher.” Jesus, with great wis- 
dom, led him to a more serious considera- 
tion of the term, by directing his thoughts 
to God, the all-good. Whatever of good- 
ness was in Jesus, or is in any man, is 
from God. ‘The more ancient readings of 
the account in Matthew make the question 
of Jesus to have been, ‘‘ Why askest thou 
me concerning what is good?” followed by 
the assertion, ‘‘ He who is good is One.” 
This would not imply any lack of serious- 
ness on the part of the questioner; but the 
purpose of Jesus would be the same, to lead 
him to the source of all good. The man 
had recognized Jesus as a teacher of good- 
ness: Jesus. would impress upon him that 
all goodness was from God. 

5. Keeping the Commandments. The 
thoughts of the man having been directed 
to God, the next remark follows naturally : 
‘«Tf thou wilt enter into life, keep the com- 
mandments.” The will of God had been 
expressed in certain forms. The entrance 
into eternal life was simply doing that will. 
The man was not expecting any thing so 
simple as this seemed to him. He was not 
sure that he understood Jesus. ‘+ Which 
commandments?” he asked. As these were 
repeated to him, he honestly and com- 
placently replied, ‘‘ All these have I kept 
from my youth up.” Having been in- 
structed in the Rabbinical schools, of a 
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docile and amiable nature, he had, no 


doubt, conscientiously endeavored to keep 
the law in an outward way, and to come up 
to the Rabbinical standard of righteousness. 
This was commendable in him. Jesus loved 
him for it. But there was something more 
needed. He seemed to be conscious of 
this. ‘What lack I yet?” He would 
have been glad, no doubt, if Jesus had 
removed the uneasiness within him, by 
assuring him that he lacked nothing. But 
eternal life is not an outward keeping of the 
law: it is having thé life within, of which 
the law is but an expression. It is the 
love of God supreme in the heart, going 
out ina constant love of men. Jesus, there- 
fore, brings a test which reveals the weak- 
ness in the man’s character. The giving up 
all his possessions, becoming destitute, and 
following Jesus with those poor fishermen, 
was something he shrunk from. He could 
not do that; for he had great possessions. 
So he turned, and went sorrowful away. 
Nothing more is known of him. But may 
we not believe that, though not literally 
obeying the command of Jesus, he did find 
out what he lacked, and learn to live the 
law of God? 

6. The Test. It was an exceedingly 
Peter and John had left their 
nets and boats, and perhaps their morning 
catch of fish; but what was all this to what 
this man had been called to give up. There 
were tests that even these leading disciples 
were not then strong enough to abide. But 
the strength was to come, and did come, 
that enabled them to give up all things for 
Christ, and endure all things for righteous- 
ness’ sake. 

To be a follower of Christ in that day 
did require the forsaking of all. Property, 
friends, position, whatever would prevent a 
free and full following, had to be given up. 
Truth is continually demanding such sacri- 
fices of men, but only so far as is necessary 
to perfect loyalty. The true and righteous 
man may have his flocks and herds, his 
houses and lands, his gold and gems; but 
all are to be held subordinate to the claims 
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of God, and duty to men. A rich man, by 
carefully guarding his wealth and holding 
it in the interests of humanity, may do more 
for men than he would by distributing it 
all tothe poor. The demand made by Jesus 
upon the young man was one that grew out 
of the necessity of the time. It has been 
made and met many a time since. The his- 
tory of man’s progress is marked by noble 
sacrifices of wealth, position, friends, even 
life itself. Truth demands of us all that we 
make these sacrifices whenever she shall re- 
quire. There is no loyalty to God, only 
that which gives up every thing for the right. 
There is no entrance into his kingdom only 
through the door of a perfect submission to 
his will. 

The moral strength of the young man was 
measured. There was not enough for all 
emergencies. How many of us are like 
him, ready to follow truth when it takes us 
along easy paths, ready even to beg for 
something to do to show our regard for it; 
but, when ourselves and our all are de- 
manded, our countenances fall, and we turn 
back to the old ways ! 

7. Different Tests. Jesus, discerning the 
weak spot in this man’s character, revealed 
it by asking him to give up all his large 
possessions. But not only wealth keeps 
men back from loyal lives. How many 
hide their convictions of truth for fear of 
loss of the good will of men, of standing in 
society? To such Jesus would say, ‘Go, 
confess me before men.” 
held back by home-ties! To such Jesus 
says, ‘‘ Sunder these ties. Turn from the 
nearest and dearest for my sake.” Thus 
in different ways the divine word comes to 
each, — Give up all and follow the truth, if 
you will enter into everlasting life. 


How many are 


LESSON XVI. 
SPIRITUAL REWARDS. 
1. Remark of Jesus. As this young man 
went sorrowful away, Jesus sadly said, ‘A 


rich man shall hardly enter the kingdom of 
heaven!” And this, not because of riches — 
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many rich men hold their wealth as stewards 
of the Lord, and bless the world therewith — 
but because the possession of wealth leads 
to a love of wealth for its own sake. It 
takes the place in the desire of men of what 
is of far more worth. It holds men to 
the earthly life, and makes the spiritual 
life seem shadowy and illusory. Wealthy 
men are generally most fearful of change, 
and regard with timid apprehensions the 
bold utterances of the Lord’s faithful ones. 
They are satisfied with the earth. Let 
whoever will, seek heaven. 

2. The Eastern Proverb. After a mo- 
ment of thought, in which he was impressed 
still more with the unwillingness of rich 
men to come into a living union with the 
truth, Jesus added, still more sorrowfully, 
‘Tt is easier for a camel to go through a 
needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God.” 

The Eastern method of expressing that a 
thing was impossible, or, hyperbolically, 
that it was exceedingly hard to be done, 
was to say that it was easier for a camel, or 
for an elephant, to go through a needle’s 
eye. It is quite probable the sentence gives 
the idea as uttered by Jesus. Some have 
supposed that the ‘‘ needle’s eye” was a 
small gate leading into Jerusalem, through 
which a camel could scarcely crowd, even 
when unladen. A few would change the 
word ‘‘camel” to ‘‘ cable.” But there 
seems to be no reasonable doubt that Jesus, 
seeing that the poor came freely unto him, 
while the rich kept aloof, used that common 
form of expression to indicate how difficult 
it was for a rich man to enter into that 
spiritual life he was revealing to men. 

3. The Disciples. They were amazed at 
this strong statement of Jesus. ‘The per- 
tinency of their question, however, is not 
immediately seen. Jesus had been speak- 
ing of rich men. If they had said, Who 
then, of rich men, can be saved? the con- 
nection would have appeared. We may 
suppose that Jesus enlarged still further 
upon the subject, and led them to see that 
he was not simply speaking of the amount | 
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possessed, but of the attachment to out- 
ward possessions, whether they amounted 
to little or much. As all men have this 
attachment in a greater or less degree, it is 
difficult for any to give up what they thus 
love for an inward principle. The question, 
Who, then, can be saved from this worldly 
influence? thus becomes a very natural one. 

4. Impossible with Men. The idea the 
disciples had of the kingdom to be estab- 
lished must be kept in mind. How was 
Jesus to establish that kingdom, how 
draw men to him, if he demanded such 
entire renunciation of all that seemed 
desirable on the earthly side? Jesus ad- 
mitted its impossibility with men. An 
earthly kingdom could not thus be estab- 
lished. But all things were possible 
with God; and, through the influence of 
divine principles, such a kingdom could 
and would be established. The impossible 
from the earthly point of view is the pos- 
sible from the heavenly. All things are 
possible to him that believeth. 

It is evident that only a part of the con- 
yersation is recorded; and this part con- 
sists, of course, of what was most important, 
or made the most impression upon the dis- 
ciples. When Jesus spoke as he did, in 
regard to those who trusted in riches, the 
disciples were amazed. They did not all 
speak out to him, ‘‘ Who then can be saved ?” 
It seems more natural to suppose that they 
looked at each other with astonishment, and 
murmured among themselves. The foun- 
dation of their hopes seemed taken away. 
The utterance recorded was rather an 
exclamation out of the general amazement 
than a question addressed to Jesus. This 
reply, therefore, is not a direct answer to 
that, but aimed at the condition of mind 
into which the disciples were thrown. 

5. The Question of Peter. Somewhat reas- 
sured, but still not seeing things clearly, 
the desire came to know what rewards in 
Christ’s kingdom would be given to com- 
pensate for such renunciation as Jesus 
demanded. Peter, therefore, puts to him 
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follow thee; what shall we have,therefore ?” 
The answer of Jesus, as recorded by Mat- 
thew, embraces more than is given by 
Mark and Luke. The last, in another con- 
nection (Luke xxii. 28-30), presents some- 
thing of the same idea as Matthew includes 
in the reply of Jesus. It may be doubted 
whether Matt. xvilil. 28, was uttered on 
this occasion, as it does not seem to har- 
monize with the purpose Jesus had in view. 
Many of the sayings of Jesus are recorded 
out of their original connection by the dif- 
ferent evangelists. 

6. The Regeneration, &c. By the regen- 
eration is meant the establishing of the new 
kingdom. As the establishment of this 
kingdom was to come through the reception 
and application of the divine principles that 
Jesus proclaimed, its triumph was figura- 
tively expressed, as the ‘‘Son of man 
sitting in the throne of his glory.” Then 
should they, his immediate disciples, who 
had followed him, and worked with him in 
building up that kingdom, occupy exalted 
positions, sitting as upon tribal thrones. The 
Jewish nation is made to express in figure 
the new kingdom. Israel denotes those 
who have entered the spiritual kingdom; as 
the earthly Israel consisted of twelve tribes, 
each with its patriarchal head, so the 
spiritual kingdom should consist of those 
who had entered through the labors of the 
twelve apostles; and over all was the Son 
of man. ‘The comparison, of course, is 
not to be closely pressed. It is simply 
suggestive. Any thing analogous to tribal 
divisions would hardly exist in the spiritual 
kingdom. But the immediate influence of 
Jesus would be diffused through the twelve 
to the building up of the people, whose 
law should be love, truth, and righteousness. 
Thus would they occupy seats of power in 
the ‘spiritual Israel. 

7. Manifold more in this Present Time. 
It may seem paradoxical, but the spiritual 
experience of men aflirms it as strongly as 
did Jesus, that the outward things sacri- 
ficed to the truth come, as it were, more 


the plain question, ‘‘ We have left all to { truly into one’s possession, yielding all 
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their worth, to be held for ever. The 
possessions of the rich young man, if kept 
and used for his own pleasure, were his 
only to a very limited extent, and that for 
a transient purpose. He had a sort of hold 
upon them, through the customs of his 
time; but a hold in its very nature pre- 
carious. Suppose he had literally obeyed 
Jesus. He would have given up that pre- 
carious hold, and administered to the wants 
of very many of his poor neighbors. He 
would have made them more comfortable 
and happy. The purchasing power of his 
- money would have brought solid comforts 
to the poor. In that could he help finding 
an inward satisfaction ? Could he lose his 
hold on that satisfaction ? But beyond that, 
duty required the sacrifice. Is not the duty 
that lays heavy demands upon men all the 
dearer and sweeter when the demands have 
been met? The worth of outward things 
is not expressed in terms of the market, but 
in language that expresses their power for 
good. ‘The realization of their worth is in 
putting them to their best uses. You may 
speak of a man as being worth millions. 
But it is alla delusion. He is not worth 
millions unless he knows how to get from 
them the good they represent. He has 
a little control over them for a little time, 
and that is all. 

Jesus gave the rich young man the best 
advice he could at the time. It is easy to 
see that it might have made him a far richer 
man than he was to have followed that ad- 
vice, though it would seem to have reduced 
him to poverty. It will often happen that 
in turning from friends to follow duty, you 
are taking the very course to make those 
friends most truly yours. In this present 
time there are manifold rewards that follow 
the keeping of the spiritual law. All that 
is sacrificed, in one way or another is made 
up a hundred-fold. This is the word of 
Jesus to men, and with that word their 
experience accords. 

8. ternal Gain. Jesus speaks not only 
for the time that now is, but for the eternity 
that lies beyond. That which comes through 
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keeping the spiritual law is a gain in the 
soul itself, and consequently eternal. Living 
in those things which are eternal, we may 
feel sure of an eternal inheritance. 


LESSON XVII. 
PARABLE OF THE LABORERS. 


1. Occasion of the Parable. After Jesus 
had led his disciples to a consideration of 
the true value of things, and announced to 
them what would come in consequence of 
those self-renunciations necessary to en- 
trance in the spiritual kingdom; lest they 
should take this as a matter of course, and 
look upon these rewards as proportioned to 
the severity and length of service, he warned 
them that many who were first in these re- 
spects would be last in the reception of 
those full blessings peculiar to the spiritual 
kingdom; and that the last should be first. 
To illustrate this he related a parable. 

2. The Story. A householder, wanting 
laborers for his vineyard, went out early in 
the morning to the market-place where it 
was customary for those seeking labor to 
gather, and agreed with the laborers he found 
there to work in his vineyard at a denarius 
aday. They went immediately into his vine- 
yard, and commenced their work. At nine 
o’clock he went out again, and finding other 
laborers standing idle in the market-place, 
he sent them into his vineyard, with the 
promise of paying them what was right. At 
twelve o’clock he went out and did this 
same thing ; and also again at three o’clock. 
At five o’clock, going to the market-place, 
he saw other laborers standing idle there. 
He questioned them as to the cause of their 
spending the day in idleness. Is was be- 
cause no man had employed them. He 
sent them also, even at that late hour, into 
his vineyard, with the same promise that 
whatever was right they should receive. 

At six o’clock the day’s labor ended. 
The steward was directed to call the labor- 
ers and give them their pay. He began 
with the last comers, giving each a denarius. 
The band of laborers who commenced at 
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three o’clock came next, each receiving a 
denarius; and so on to those who had 
labored all through the day. When these 
came for their pay, having observed that 
the others, even the latest comers, had re- 
ceived every man a denarius, they supposed 
that they should receive more. But they 
received the same, each man a denarius. 

These last, who were the first called to 
the vineyard, complained that the owner of 
the vineyard had treated them unfairly. 
They had borne the burden and heat of the 
day, and yet had been paid no m re than 
the last called to the vineyard, who had 
labored but a single hour, and that in the 
cool of the day. The householder answered 
one who had loudly uttered his complaint, 
‘Friend, I do thee no wrong. Didst not 
thou agree to work all the day for a dena- 
rius? That-is all that belongs to thee. Take 
it, and go thy way. Iwill give to these last 
even as unto. thee. Have I not a right to 
do asI will with mine own? Art thou going 
to look upon this act of mine, which I have 
done with good intent, in such a way as to 
bring evil upon thyself?” ‘*Thus,” added 
Jesus, ‘‘ the last shall be first, and the first 
last; for many are called to labor in the 
spiritual vineyard, and they enter upon the 
work for the promised reward; but only a 
few are selected for special favors.” 

5. The Point of the Parable. Different 
bands of laborers at different hours of the 
day went into a vineyard at the invitation 
of its owner, to labor till the close of the 
day. The first band went at a stipulated 
price. The other bands trusted to the fair- 
ness of their employer. At the close of the 
day, all received the same pay. The all- 
day laborers, notwithstanding they received 
all they bargained for, complainéd of the 
hardness of their lot; and, envious of 
others, not only lost the satisfaction they 
otherwise would have received, but turned 
good into evil. 

4. The Teaching. Taking the parable 
in connection with the conversation that 


preceded, what is it evident that Jesus in-, 


tended to teach by it? First, that it is 
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better to go into the spiritual kingdom 
trusting in the love of God, than to enter 
with any idea of specific rewards for service 
performed; second, that even the first 
called, though giving the longest service 
and meeting the bitterest persecutions, if 
actuated by the motive of rewards, will find 
themselves behind others in the receiving, 
and lose in the end the good they sought. 

The parable, therefore, in its form, was 
adapted to the state of mind, or rather the 
inward spiritual condition, of the disciples. 
The numerous meanings that men have put 
in it, and then found there, would most of 
them have been the very last to have sug- 
gested themselves to the disciples, being 
the farthest possible from the purpose Jesus 
had in view. Many commentators, in their 
eager search for hidden meanings, leave out 
of account entirely the circumstances that 
occasioned the parable, and the mental and 
spiritual condition of the men to whom it 
was spoken. 

It has, undoubtedly, a deeper meaning 
than seems at first to meet all the condi- 
tions. The story of the householder is not 
correspondent in all its parts to divine 
methods. It only touches the spiritual law 
at one point, but there it is profoundly sug- 
gestive, and opens the way for clearer 
spiritual apprehension. ‘That point is, that 
God gives out of his boundless generosity, 
as it pleases Him, and not in accordance 
with what we may think our deserts. Will 
not that lead us to see that the constant 
factor in the spiritual universe is God’s 
giving, while the variable one is our power 
of receiving. Every man had his denarius, 
but how different its value to the latest 
called than to the first. What is it but 
our own sense of desert, in the comparisons 
we make of ourselves with others, that im- 
pairs the value of the gift? It is self-love 
that comes in.~ There has not been that 
entire forgetfulness of self that the spiritual 
life demands. We are not workers in 
God’s vineyard, because it is His vine- 
yard, but to get what we can for ourselves. 


| It is only loving, free, faithful work for God 
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that brings the blessing; but the blessing 
is the joy in the work. We are not conscious 
of the length of the day, the weight of its 
burden, or the fervor of its sun. We only 
know the joy of working for God. As for 
others, we rejoice in their joy, and love the 
more the Father who blesses them. To the 


‘unspiritual there may seem an arbitrary 


selection of special favorites ; but the spir- 
itual are conscious of a divine yearning for 
all souls. The few chosen are they who 
yield to the divine promptings. 

5. The Denarius. A Roman silver coin, 
worth about fifteen cents as we reckon sil- 
ver. It would seem to have been the pay 
for a day’s labor in Palestine. 

6. The Evil Hye. It was an ancient super- 


- stition that some persons had the power of 


darting destructive rays from their eyes. 
‘“‘Ts thine eye evil?” ‘There may have 
been here an allusion to this. Envy caused 
the good of the householder to appear to 
the murmurer as evil. When we look 
through envious eyes we are apt to see 
good as evil. 


LESSON XVIII. 
THE PEREAN MINISTRY. 

1. The Visit to Perea. ‘The occasion of 
this has been alluded to in a former lesson. 
The population of this province was large 
in the time of Jesus; but it was a mixed 
population, and Jesus was consequently 
more free there from the machinations of 
the leading Jews. Herod, the tetrarch, 
seemed not to have been disposed to inter- 
fere with Jesus, either in that province or 
Galilee. 

2. The Time spent there. It was Decem- 
ber when Jesus left Judea. He may have 
remained in Perea till March. But there 
is no coming to any certainty in regard to 
this period of his life. The evangelists 
simply record that he went to the country 
‘beyond Jordan,” and that many resorted 
to him there, and believed on him. But 
Luke records much that seems naturally 
to fall into this period of his life. Luke’s 
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it impossible to speak definitely in regard 
to localities, or the order of -succession. 

8. The Teaching. Jesus spent no time 
idly. He seemed to give in this period his 
richest instruction. The choicest parables 
fell from his lips. How much he moved 
from place to place is uncertain; but he 
seems to have encountered so much less 
opposition than in Judea that he could 
teach more uninterruptedly. On one occa- 
sion he was led by the Pharisees to declare 
himself in regard to the law of divorce, 
condemning their loose notions, and affirm- 
ing the sacredness of marriage (see Matt. 
xix. 83-12; Mark x. 2-12). His teaching 
as recorded seems mainly to have been 
connected with various incidents. He 
seemed to make use of every occasion 
and event to instruct the people in the 
grandest truths. How many lessons, and 
what divine ones, were given at the Phar- 
isee’s house! ‘The little incident with the 
children, how rich in its instruction! Re- 
viled for receiving and eating with pub- 
licans and sinners, how triumphantly he 
vindicated himself, and revealed the Father’s 
love! How he led his disciples into the 
appreciation of heavenly things, after the 
interview with the rich young man! How 
much he must have taught that never was 
recorded! Aside from his high themes, for 
his manner and methods he well deserves 
to be called the Great Teacher. 

4. His Teaching, how received. On the 
whole, it would seem gladly. The common 
people flocked to him. Some of the higher 
classes sought him; but he does not seem 
to have been brought often into contact 
with the Pharisees. It was a bountiful 
sowing of rich and precious seed; and, 
whateverthe result in the little province, 
the world has reaped from it, and is still 
reaping, a glorious harvest. 

5. Remarks. It will be advisable for 
the scholars to group the Perean incidents 
together. In this lesson let the important 
points that have been brought out as con- 


nected with the Perean ministry be recalled, 


method, however, of grouping events makes | and impressed strongly on the memory. 
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THE SEA OF GALILEE. 


[This concert exercise was prepared by Miss 
M. Metcalf, of Providence, R.I., for the Sunday 
school with which she is connected. The scholars 
selected to answer the questions may be ranged 
in line, or in a semicircle, on the platform, or in 
front of the pulpit. A scholar may be selected to 
give the description of the Sea, and ask the ques- 
tions. Should there be any difficulty in finding 
the bymns referred to, others can be substituted. ] 

Tue Sea of Galilee or Tiberias, some- 
times called the Lake of Gennesareth, is in 
the northern part of Palestine, about seventy 
miles from Jerusalem. It takes its various 
names from the adjacent country, or from 
some of the principal towns on its shores. 
It is about thirteen miles long and six wide, 
and is surrounded on all sides by beautiful 
hills, except where the River Jordan enters 
and leaves:-it at either end. 

The water of this lake is sweet, cool, 
and transparent, and, as the beach is every- 
where pebbly, it has a beautiful sparkling 
look. The lake abounds in fish as in 
ancient times. 

The region around this lake was once 
the most densely peopled in all Palestine. 
No less than nine cities stood upon its 
shores. 

These cities, and the boat and galleys 
that once studded its surface, are gone; 
but the sea remains, hallowed by sacred 
associations. 

Let us now listen to some of the sacred 
truths spoken long ago on the shores of 
this sea, and which still seem to echo from 
the mountains around. 

1. Do you know any verses about the 
Sea of Galilee that you can repeat ? 


“ How pleasant to me thy deep blue wave,’’ &c. 


‘2. In what city did Jesus live after leay- 
ing Nazareth? 

Ans. In the city of Capernaum, which 
was situated on the north-west coast of 
this sea. Matthew says, — ‘‘ And leaving 
Nazareth he came and dwelt in Capernaum, 
which is upon the sea coast.” 

3. Jesus had twelve disciples whom he 
chose to go about with him, and to preach 
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his gospel to the people. Which of these 
disciples lived near the Sea of Galilee ? 

Ans. James, John, Peter, Andrew, Mat- 
thew, Philip, Bartholomew, and James the 
soa of Alpheus. 

4. Can you give an account of the call- 
ing of some of these disciples? Matt. 4: 
18-22, and 9: 9. 

5. What miracle did Jesus perform in 
Peter’s house at Capernaum? Matt. 8: 
14-15. 

6. At one time many disciples were 
gathered around him on the side of a 
mountain, and he taught them. What is 
that sermon called, and how does it com- 
mence ? 

Ans. The Sermon on the Mount. It 
commences with the Beatitudes, or Bless- 
ings. Matt. 5: 3-9. 

7. There was once a tempest on the Sea 
of Galilee when Jesus was crossing it with 
his disciples. Can you repeat the account 
given by Matthew? Matt. 8: 23-27. 

8. What hymn can you repeat referring 
to this ? 


‘(Fear was within the tossing bark,’ &c. 


9. At another time the disciples were out 
in a boat without Jesus. What occurred 
then, and what is said of Peter? Matt. 14: 
22-33. 

10. Repeat a hymn about this. 

“On the dark wave of Galilee,’”’ &e. 


11. Will you repeat what John says about 
Jesus feeding the multitude? John 6: 1-14. 

12. What beautiful parable did Jesus 
teach one day when the multitude was so 
great that he went into a ship and spoke 
while the people stood on shore? Matt. 
13; 1-9. 

13. Jesus showed himself to his disciples 
near the Sea of Galilee after his resurrec- 
tion. How is this incident described by 
John? John 21: 1-14. 

I thank you for the correctness and 
promptness with which you have answered 
my questions. May the truths that Jesus 
taught on the shore of the beautiful sea 
sink deep in our hearts. 
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LITTLE THINGS. 


We call him strong who stands unmoved, 
Calm as some tempest- beaten rock, 
When some great trouble hurls its shock; 

We say of him his strength is proved; 

But when the spent storm folds its wings, 
How bears he then Life’s little things ? 


About his brow we twine our wreath 
Who seeks the battle’s thickest smoke, 
Braves flashing gun and sabre-stroke, 
And scoffs at danger, laughs at death: 
We praise him till the whole land rings; 
But — is he braye in little things ? 


We call him great who does some deed 
That echo bears from shore to shore, — 
Does that, and then does nothing more: 

Yet would his work earn richer meed, 
When brought before the King of kings, 
Were he but great in little things. 


We closely guard our castle gates 
When great temptations loudly knock; 
Draw every bolt, clinch every lock, 
And sternly fold our bars and gates; 
Yet some small door wide open swings 
At the sly touch of little things. 


I can forgive —’tis worth my while— 
The treacherous blow, the cruel thrust; 
Can bless my foe, as good men must, 

While Patience smiles her royal smile; 
Yet quick resentment fiercely slings 
Its shots of ire at little things. 


And I can tread beneath my feet 
The hills of Passion’s heaving sea, 
When wind-tossed waves roll stormily; 
Yet scarce resist the siren sweet 
That at my heart’s door softly sings, 
“Yorget, forget Life’s little things.” 


But what is Life? Drops make the sea; 
And petty cares and small events, 
Small causes and small consequents, 
Make up the sum for you and me: 
Then, O for strength te meet the stings, 
That arm the points of little things! 
Ellen P. Allerton, 


Humiriry.—Augustine, when asked what 
was the first step to heaven? replied, ‘¢ Hu- 
mility.” And what is the second? ‘‘ Humil- 
ity.” And the third? The same answer, — 
“ Humility.” 
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SYMPATHY WITH CHILDHOOD A 
HELP TO THE TEACHER. 

Ir would be harsh to say that only one 
who loves children can be a good teacher ; 
but it is as clear as the plainest axiom in 
geometry, that one who loves them has a 
great advantage in his predisposition to a 
happy connection with them. There is an 
undeniable difference between individuals, 
especially between young persons, in the 
pleasure they derive from the presence of 
children; and this difference being ad- 
mitted, I affirm that we want, and, other 
conditions being the same, when we can 
exercise a choice we should select, for 
teachers those who are naturally inclined 
to enjoy the position in which we may 
place them. Sympathy with childhood is 
a key to those mysteries of its inner life 
which it does not itself understand, and 
which it is therefore the more important 
that the teacher should be able to study. 
How often have we seen a class dragged 
along, evidently uninterested, if not dis- 
contented ; while the poor teacher, sincerely 
desirous to win their attention and pour 
her heart into theirs, expends her strength 
in vain efforts because she does not possess 
that insight which comes through sympa- 
thy! A large part of the difficulties we 
encounter in social life arise from mutual 
misunderstanding. People cannot get on 
together because they do not see, to adopt 
the exquisite figure of the old Scripture, 
*“ eye to eye,” or with a reflection of each in 
the other’s consciousness, as the clear eye 
reflects the countenance that looks right 
into it. Nowhere is this correspondence 
of one nature with another more needed 
than in the Sunday school. A few weeks 
ago, I was on one of the rivers of New 
Hampshire which flow with such various 
beauty along their rocky beds. In passing 
up the current, we came to rapids, through 
which our boat could be forced only by 
great exertion of muscular strength and 
with the utmost care. On our return, as 
we descended the stream, the only duty 
imposed on eye or arm consisted in guiding 
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the boat so as to give it the opportunity of 
being borne by the sparkling waters past 
the rocks that protruded themselves into 
view. Js there not a similar difference 
between the labor of the teacher struggling 
against a-current of feeling in the young 
heart that runs in an opposite direction 
from his toil, and the duty of his fellow- 
teacher who trusts himself to that current, 
sure that it is running the right way, and 
watchful only against the dangers which 
childhood is too artless to conceal ? — fev. 
Ezra 8. Gannett, D.D. 


QUESTIONING. 


Some suppose that the sole object of 
asking questions is to discover what another 
may know,.— to lead him to tell you what 
he otherwise would keep to himself. ‘This 
is an object in questioning. For this pur- 
pose lawyers and examining committees 
“push things.” But the teacher has far 
more to do. He does this examining work, 
but he also by questioning may lead the 
pupil out of his errors to consciousness of 
ignorance, to mental activity upon the sub- 
ject in hand, and so to the perception of 
the correct, to its confirmation, application, 
uses, abuses, and so on. Thus he leads 
thought. He takes attention and assent 
whithersoever he pleases. This he can 
hardly do by merely hearing recitations. 
He can seldom do it by mere talks or lect- 
ures to his class. But by a system of 
questioning which catches the attention, 
arouses the thought, evokes the answers, 
and makes clear the truth, he will certainly 
lead his pupils onward ; and in almost every 
case he may at the end leave them just 
where he may please. — Rev. G. A. Peltz. 


AN APT REPLY. 


Aw old schoolmaster said one day to a 
clergyman who came to examine his school, 
‘*T believe the children know the catechism 
word for word.” ‘‘ But do they understand 
it? That is the question,” said the clergy- 
man. The schoolmaster bowed respect- 
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fully, and the examination began. A little 
boy had repeated the fifth commandment, 
“Honor thy father and thy mother,” and 
he was desired to explain it. Instead of 
trying to do so, the little boy, with his face 
covered with blushes, said almost in a whis- 
per, ‘‘ Yesterday I showed a strange gentle- 
man over the mountain. ‘The sharp stones 
cut my feet, and the gentleman saw they 
were bleeding, and gave me some money 
to buy me shoes. I gave it to my mother, 
for she had no shoes, and I thought I could 
go barefoot better than she could.” — Bib- 
lical Treasury. 


TEACHING. 


Tue teaching of a class in a Sunday 
school is not a piece of job-work, like the 
sawing of a load of wood, to be done with 
little or no thought at the time, and then 
forgotten: it has high and holy relations, 
and may be productive of the gravest con- 
sequences that concern a human being. 
The teacher should, therefore, set apart, as 
sacred to the object, a specific time for 
preparation to meet his class ; and this early 
in the week; that, if unavoidable interrup- 
tions occur, he may still find leisure for this 
indispensable duty before the coming Sab- 
bath. 

If the teacher merely reads the questions 
and listens to the answers, in the catecheti- 
cal exercise of his class, he does no more 
than a child could do, and which might as 
well be done without the aid of Sunday- 
school organization. Besides doing this, it 
is necessary he should ascertain that the 
children comprehend the language of the 
book: he should suffer no word to pass 
whose meaning they do not fully under- 
stand; and this he should prove by careful 
examination. He should see that, in read- 
ing and reciting, the true expression be ° 
given to every sentence, in order that the 
most it is capable of may be made from 
the lesson. This is apparently very often 
overlooked; and if the words are given, 
however dully or inarticulately, and with 
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however little meaning to the child’s appre- 
hension, teachers are satisfied, without 
knowing whether any thought has been 
conveyed to, or awakened in, the child’s 
mind or not. This is unworthy of the 
name of teaching, and should in no case 
be tolerated. — Gideon #. Thayer. 


GRADATIM. 


HEAVEN is not reached by a single bound, 
But we build the ladder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 

And we mount to its summit round by round. 


I count this thing to be grandly true; 
That a noble deed is a step toward God — 
Lifting the soul from the common clod 

To a purer air and a broader view. 


. We rise by the things that are under feet; 
By what we have mastered of good and gain; 
By the pride disposed and the passion slain, 
And the vanquished ills that we hourly meet. 


We hope, we aspire, we resolve, we trust, 
When the morning calls us to life and light, 
But our hearts grow weary, and, ere the night, 
Our lives are trailing the sordid dust. 


We hope, we resolve, we aspire, we pray, 
And we think we mount the air on wings 
Beyond the recall of sensual things, 

While our feet still cling to the heavy clay. 


Wings for the angels, but feet for men! 
We may borrow the wings to find the way — 
We may hope, and resolve, and aspire, and pray ; 
But our feet must rise or we fall again. 


Only in dreams is a ladder thrown 
From the weary earth to the sapphire walls; 
But the dreams depart, and the vision falls, 
And the sieeper awakes on his pillow of stone. 


Heaven is not reached by a single bound, 
But we build the ladder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 
And we mount to its summit round by round. 
Dr. J. G. Holland. 


A MAN shows himself greater by being 
capable of owning a fault than by being 
incapable of committing it. 

Envy is a littleness of soul which can- 
not see beyond a certain point; and if it 


occupy not the whole space, feels itself ex- 
cluded. 
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CHILDREN TEACHABLE. 


Next, we find teachableness’ a quality of 
children, or an openness of mind to the 
truth. The young mind has an instinctive 
thirst for truth, and it drinks it out of the 
cups which nature, ever mindful of the wants 
of her children, presents to it with the same 
avidity with which the young hart drinks 
water from the brooks. There exist in it 
none of those preoccupations which, in 
later life, oppose the free access of truth. 
Curious, inquisitive, persistent children will 
not be satisfied till you tell them all you 
know, or can, on the subject which interests 
them. This, which is in them an instinct, 
is, in its essence, precisely that love of 
truth which has given to the world its dis- 
coverers and its confessors; and which has 
consecrated halls to science and temples to 
religion. When that teachableness of mind, 
that quick and eager love of truth, which 
sparkles in the eye of childhood, ceases to 
exist, there is an end of all improvement; 
and one might as well be dead. But sucha 
death never falls upon the young mind; it 
is reserved for a later age. Children love 
truth, nothing so much! They exult in it 
as if, in its sweet air, like the bird on its 
lofty perch, they came into their native 
realm and felt the joy thereof thrilling them 
through and through. Therefore did Jesus 
say, ‘‘ Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as alittle child shall not 
enter therein.”—Rev. J. W. Thompson, D.D. 


‘J HABITUALLY teach a Sunday-school 
class; I would not be without it; it is like 
the morning dew.”— Rev. Stephen H. 
Tyng. 
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LESSON XIV.—JESUS AND THE CHILDREN. 


“*Net children come’! is still his call: 


JAN. 3.] 


His heart is open wide 


to all; 


His touch of love, a holy charm 
To guard through life the soul from harm.” 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And they brought young children to him, that 
he should touch them; and his disciples rebuked 
those that brought them. 

But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say 


unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the king- 
dom of God as a little child, he shall not enter 
therein. 

And he took them up in his arms, put his 
hands upon them, and blessed them.—MARK 
x. 13-16. See also MATT. xix. 13-15; and LUKE 
xviii. 15-17. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— Jesus tenderly loved the little children, and welcomed them 


to his arms. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. While Jesus was at Bethany beyond Jordan, 
did the people keep going to him from day to day 
to see and hear him ? 

Most likely they did. 

2. Were his disciples there with him? 

Yes: they either went there with him, or joined 
him afterwards. 

8. On one occasion what did the mothers do? 

Carried their little children to him, that he might 
bless them. 

4. How did they expect him to do this? 

By putting his hands upon their heads, and ask- 
ing some good for them from Heaven. 

5. As these mothers, and perhaps fathers too, 
tried to get to Jesus with their children, what did 
the disciples do? 

The disciples found fault with them, and tried 
to send them away. 

6. What effect did this have upon Jesus ? 

It displeased him very much. 


FOR OLDER 


1. What incident is recorded in the Scripture of 
this lesson ? 
2. What impression does it make upon you in 


regard to the character of Jesus? 

3. Why do you suppose the disciples wanted to 
send the parents away with their children? 

4. Why did their conduct displease Jesus ? 

5. In what tone do you think Jesus spoke? 

6. How do you think the disciples regarded 
children afterwards ? 


7. What did he say? 
Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 


forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of 


heaven. 

8. Then what did Jesus do? 

He took the children into his arms as they were 
brought to him, and blessed them. 

9. Do you think it made the parents happy to 
have Jesus so love and bless their children? 

10. Did the blessing do the children good ? 

Yes: no doubt it brought good to them in some 
way. 

li. Did not Jesus in his heart bless all children 
just as he blessed these? 

Yes; and all the children of Christendom are 
blessed by his love and truth. 

12, How can children show their gratitude for 
the good that has come to them through Jesus? 

By loving and serving God, and loving and help- 
ing every one they can. 


SCHOLARS, 


7. What was the feeling of the parents in re- 
gard to the blessing of Jesus? 

8. What virtue is there in the blessing of the 
aged, the revered, the holy? 

9. Why is any one who comes into that relation 
to God, which Jesus called entering into the king- 
dom of God, like a child ? 

10. How can children grow up into manhood 
and womanhood, and preserve those qualities 
which are the charm and glory of childhood ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Loeality of the incident; description; the notion of the parents in regard to the blessing of Jesus; 
the motive of the disciples; the displeasure of Jesus; his discernment of the profound meaning of 
childhood; child-nature; the blessing; its virtue; entering the kingdom of God us a child. 


[or 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XV.—THE RICH YOUNG MAN, 


‘¢ All mine is thine, say but the word, 

Whate’er thou willest, be it done; 

I know thy love, all gracious Lord; 
I know it seeks my good alone.” 


[JAN. 10.] 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said | heaven; and come, take up the cross, and 
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy | follow me. 


way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to 


Read MARK x. 17-22; MATY. xix. 16-22; LUKE 


the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in | xviii. 18-23. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — Whoever would enter into eternal life must be ever ready to 


yield all to the claims of duty. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. One day, as Jesus had started to travel with 
his disciples, who came running after him? 

A young man who was a ruler. 

2. What did he do, when he came to Jesus? 

He humbly knelt before him. 

8. What did he call Jesus? 

Good Teacher. . 

4. What question did he ask? 

What good thing shall 1 do that 1 may have 
eternal life? 

5. How did Jesus answer him ? 

In a way to make him think of God. 


6. Then what more did Jesus say to him? 

That he must keep the commandments. 

7. What did the young man say to this? 
- That he had kept them all his life. 

8. Was he sincere in making this reply ? 

Yes; but he did nct know what the full keeping 
of those commandments was. 

9. How did Jesus show him that he was not 
willing to do all that the law required ? 

By telling him to give all that he had to the poor. 

10. Then what did the young man do? 

He went sorrowful away, being very rich. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What occurred on one occasion, when Jesus 
had started to leave a certain village? 

2. What idea do you suppose this young man 
had of eternal life, and the way of gaining it? 

8. What was the reply of Jesus to his question ? 

4. Why did Jesus lead him first to think of 
God as the only one good? 

5. What did the man mean by saying he had 
kept the commandments from his youth up? 

6. What difference was there between keeping 
them as the scribes taught, and as Jesus taught ? 


7. In order to show the man what was still 
lacking, what did Jesus tell him to do? 

8. What effect did this have upon him ? 

9. What would you say was the thing lacking? 

10. Do you think it really was his duty, under 
the circumstances, to give away to the poor all 
that he possessed ? ; 

11. Is it the duty of rich men now to distribute 
all their wealth among the poor? 

12. If we follow Jesus, to what must all we have 
and are be devoted ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The rich young ruler; his manner of approaching and addressing Jesus; what he meant by his 
question; the remarks of Jesus in regard to “ Good;”’ the keeping of the commandments; the regard 
of Jesus for the young man; the test; the result; the teaching of the incident. 


LESSON XVI.—SPIRITUAL REWARDS. 


“But there are joys which cannot die, 
With God laid up in store, 
Treasures beyond the changing sky, 
More bright than golden ore.” 


[JAN. 17.] 


SCRIPTURE 


Then Peter said, Lo we have left all, and fol- 
lowed thee. And he said unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, 
or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the 


DODDRIDGRE. 


READINGS. 


kingdom of God’s sake, who shall not receive 
manifold more in this present time, and in 
the world to come life everlasting.—Read LUKE 
Xvili, 24-30; Marr. xix. 23-29; Mark x, 23-30. 
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CENTRAL TRUTH.—To give up what holds back from God makes not poor, but 
enables the soul to secure everlasting possessions. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What did Jesus say when he saw how sor- 
rowful the rich young man was? 

How hardly shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God. 

2. What did he sav was easier than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God? 

For a camel to go through a needle’s eye. 

8. What did he mean bv that? 

That it is very hard indeed for a man who 
loves riches to love God with his whole heart. 

4. What did Jesus require of those whom he 
called to follow him? 


FOR OLDER 


That they should give up every thing, and devote 
themselves entirely to the service of God. 

5. What question did Peter ask, because the 
disciples had done this? 

What shall we have therefore ? 

6. What did Jesus answer? Lie 

That they should receive manifold more in this 
present time, and in the world to come life ever- 
lasting. 

7. In using what we have for God, do we lose 
or gain? 

We always gain in good for our souls. 


SCHOLARS. 


1. What did Jesus mean by the kingdom of | will keep men from entering the kingdom of God ? 


God? 


6. Is it easy to give up every thing that hinders 


2. Why was it so difficult for a rich man to | us from living righteous lives ? 


enter it ? 


7. What way had the Eastern people of saying 


3. Is the same demand made upon men now | that a thing was exceedingly hard to be done? 


that Jesus made upon the men he addressed ? 


8. What was the answer of Jesus to the ques- 


4. Is it wealth that keeps men out of the king- | tion, Who then can be saved? 


dom of God, or the love they have for it? 
5. The love for what other things than wealth 


9. What was the assurance he gave Peter? 
10. What is the nature of heavenly rewards? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Riches a hindrance to entering the kingdom of God; the Eastern proverbial saying; the impos- 
sible with men, possible with God; the sacrifices required for the kingdom of God’s sake; following 
in the regeneration; the twelve thrones; the gain in this world, and in the world to come. 


LESSON XVII.—PARABLE OF THE LABORERS. 


[JAN. 24.] 


“My only aim be this, — 
Thy purpose to fulfil, 
In Thee rejoice with all my strength, 
And do Thy holy will.” 


SCRIPTURE 


For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is an householder, which went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers into his vineyard. And 


READINGS. 


when he had agreed with the laborers for a 
penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
— Read the Parable, MATr. xx. 1-16, 


CENTRAL TRUTH.—The joys of the heavenly life are not the pay for a given 


amount of work done. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Why did Jesus tell this story about the 
laborers in the vineyard ? 

To keep the disciples from thinking too much 
about what they were to receive. 

2. Had not Jesus told them that they would re- 
ceive a hundred-fold for all that they gave up? 

Yes; but he wanted them to know that blessings 
from heaven were not to pay for things done. 

3. From what motive should people serve God? | 

From love of him. 

4. Does it seem that the more you love God, the 
happier you will be to do what he requires ? 

5. Did the laborers go to work in the vineyard 
as soon as they were asked ? 


Yes: some worked twelve hours, some nine, 
some six, some thive, and others only one hour, 

6. Then what pay did they all receive? 

Every nuin a penny. 

7. Was this what he agreed to give those he 
engaged in the morning? 

Yes: the others he said he would pay what was 
right. j 

8. Was it any thing good in the all-day labor- 
ers that led them to find fault because their fellow- 
laborers were treated so well? 

9. How does God reward for the work done? 

He gives his blessing according to the readiness 
and loving zeal with which his work is done. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. Why did Jesus follow his remarks upon 
riches with this parable ¢ 

2. Repeat the parable. 

3. What hours of the day, as we express them, 
are referred to? 

4. How do you regard the conduct of the house- 
holder? 

5. Are not some men called to perform sterner 
duties than others ? 


6. What would be their natural reward ? 

A gladness that they could thus give proof of 
their love of God. 

7. Why is it not possible that there should be 
any murmurings about pay in God’s kingdom? 

8. On what will the real enjoyment in that 
kingdom depend ? 

9. How then is it that the first may be last 
and the last first ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The circumstances that suggested the parable; its form; its purpose; service in God’s kingdom 
such service its own reward; heaven not pay for work done; its fullest joys for those who lose them- 
selves in God; the last called may be before the first in winning the choicest of divine blessings. 


[JAN. 31. 


LESSON XVIII.— THE PEREAN MINISTRY. 


“ Ever find I joy in reading 
In the ancient holy book 
Of the gentle Teacher’s pleading, 


Truth in every word and look.” 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And many believed on him there. — JOHN x. 42. 


Read MATT. xix. 1,2; Mark x. 1. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— The ministry of Jesus in Perea was short, but full of interest- 


ing incidents, and rich in instruction. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. How long did Jesus stay in Perea? 

It isnot known; probably about two months. 

2. Is it known for a certainty what he did and 
taught there? 

No: in recording what occurred, the writers of 
the gospels were nut always careful to tell the time 
and place. 

8. What incidents have we considered that 
probably occurred there ? 

The teaching at the Pharisee’s house; the eat- 
ing with publicans and sinners; the blessing little 
children, and the visit of the rich young ruler. 

4. What did we learn at the Pharisee’s house? 

That we must be humble; and do all we can to 
make the poor and afflicted happy. 


5. What did Jesus teach in regard to the erring 
and sinful? 

That we must love them, and seek to win them 
back to God. 

6. How did he show the joy and gladness with 
which they would be received back? 

By the parable of the Prodig al Son. 

7. What lesson did he makethe little children 
teach us? 

How to enter the kingdom of God through a child- 
like love and trust. 

8. What is the lesson occasioned by the visit of 
the rich young man? 

That we must not love earthly treasures above 
the heavenly treasures of love and truth. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What was the occasion of the going of Jesus 
“beyond Jordan’? ? 

2. During his stay there, what did he do? 

3. What has been connected with his visit there 
in these “* Lessons’’ ? 

4. Of his teaching there, what has made most 
impression upon you? 

5. What parables have been connected with his 
teaching there ? 

6. What other parables are probably to be thus 
connected ? 


“The Unjust Steward ;’? “ The Rich Man and 


Lazarus; and the ** Rich Fool.” 


7. Did Jesus awaken any interest among the 


people generally ? 


8. How did the Pharisees on one occasion 
(Luke xiii. 31, 33) try to frighten Jesus? 

9. What was their object in this ? 

10. Why could Jesus remain with more safety 
in Perea than in Judea? 

11. What would you say of this ministry as a 
whole ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


The going into Perea; Perea; uncertainty in regard to what transpired there; no chronological 
order of events; the more probable incidents of the Perean ministry; less of the miraculous; the 
teaching rich in parables; how received; probable results. 


